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Richard “Dicky” Gafford was 
born in Beaumont, Texas at St. Theresa’s 
Hospital in 1941.  On September 6, it 
was written in stone that he would 
share his life with us for 79 years.  Olevia 
Lorraine Hebert Gafford and James 
Leland Gafford raised him in addition 
to his other siblings Jimmy, Sandy, and 
Patricia.  Over time, Dicky became driven 
by his faith in the Lord, as well as values 
that led him to be a generous husband, 
father, and grandfather.  His work ethic 
and dedication to his jobs were second to 
none, while always conducting himself 
with a smile and can- do attitude.

As a child, Dicky learned about faith, family and love of country.  
Attending Assumption Church in Beaumont weekly, Richard Gafford 
learned the value of faith. He was always with family, friends, or both.  
Dicky was raised to put his hand over his heart, stand for our National 
Anthem, and show appreciation for the country he called home.  

At 12 years old, he began to work on Don Russel’s farm, where he learned 
the passion of putting in a hard day’s work and the value of it.  He worked 
with animals and learned how fun and dangerous that could be.  In doing 
so he became motivated to join his high school’s FFA program.  Dicky 
also learned a passion for music, cars, and most importantly his wife- to- 
be, Patricia Montgomery.

Richard Gafford graduated from South Park High School in 1959 and 
enlisted in the Army with a passion to serve his country.  He served in 
the Army Reserves for 5 years, achieving Staff Sergeant status.  For the 
next 5 consecutive years, Dicky worked days for Melvin Long Plumbing, 
while attending night school to finally earn his plumbing apprenticeship 
from the Lamar College of Technology.

Dicky began his adult family life with his bride Patricia on November 5, 
1966.  His love for family evolved as he fathered a marine named Chris, and 
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an athlete named Cory.  His constant positive presence and willingness 
to help was transcending.  Every day his boys were greeted with great 
enthusiasm, and they knew they were loved at the beginning of every 
day. More importantly, Dicky modeled on how to treat a wife. Richard 
Gafford was also a member of the Parrish Council of St. Anne’s Catholic 
Church, assisting in numerous church needs. In addition to serving the 
church, he served the local youth.  Dicky coached multiple athletic teams, 
his favorite being baseball, and made an impression on many young men.  
To play hard, with enthusiasm, and to compete for your teammates are a 
few of the character traits he instilled in his players.  
Richard Gafford was a plumber and contractor for over 30 years before 
working in the battery industry, and finally enjoyed numerous years at 
Henry Homberg Golf Course.  His passion for being part of something 
larger than himself was contagious over his life.  He was always willing 
to help and took pride in doing so with a smile, and this affected others 
he was around.

Dicky was blessed with two grandchildren, Caleb and Ashlyn.  His 
attendance at their numerous sporting events was paramount to him, 
and he supported their multi- sport activities.

The loves of his life were his two boys, his grandson and granddaughter, 
his daughter- in- law, but ultimately his loving wife.  A tiny woman with 
a huge smile, and an even larger heart, from Vinton, Louisiana.

Survivors of Dicky include his wife of 58 years, Patricia Montgomery 
Gafford; son, Cory Matthew Gafford and his wife Annette; grandson, 
Caleb Christopher Gafford; granddaughter, Ashlyn Nicole Gafford; 
sisters, Sandy Harville and her husband, Bobby and Pat Coldewey; 
brother, Jimmy Gafford and his wife, Karen; and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

He is preceded in death by his parents; son, Christopher Todd Gafford; 
nephew, Mike Harville; and brother-in-law, Leon Coldewey.
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Please sign Mr. Gafford’s guest book and share your memories at 
www.broussards1889.com

Pallbearers
Jimmy Gafford
Paul Bourque
Don Palermo

Aron St. Aubin
Spencer Marks
Caleb Gafford

Christian Vigil
Thursday, January 7, 2021   5:30 p.m.
Gathering to follow until 8:00 p.m.

Broussard’s Chapel
Beaumont, Texas

Burial of His Cremated Body
Friday, January 8, 2021   3:00 p.m.

Forest Lawn Memorial Park
4955 Pine Street
Beaumont, Texas

Military Honors
United States Army

Southeast Texas Veterans Service Group

Memorial Contributions
St. Anne Catholic Church

2715 Calder Avenue
Beaumont, Texas 77702


